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Sestina on Virtue in Poetry 

What could be the virtue of poetry?
What purpose does it serve humanity?
Is there some cosmic, divine faculty
Which resides within all of the beauty
And the symmetry and the unity
Within this gentle form of artistry?

For it is all within the artistry
Which wakens the spirit of poetry,
And the composition of unity
Gives understanding to humanity
And an illumination to beauty
Which shall set free that sacred faculty –

And to enlighten that same faculty
From the development of artistry
To the immortality of beauty
Throughout the creation of poetry,
In celebration of humanity – 
The attainment of perfect unity.

And the establishment of unity
Within that particular faculty –
Imagination of humanity –
Fosters a superior artistry
And seasoned craftiness in poetry,
Which gives supreme expression to beauty.

And nothing is more divine than beauty,
Nothing more rewarding than unity.
It is only through arts like poetry
That we can tap into that faculty,
Try to achieve beauty through artistry,
And elevate all of humanity.

This celebration of humanity
Is of the highest order of beauty
And breathes life into such great artistry
That inevitably brings unity.
So exercise Your gifted faculty,
For thus are the virtues of poetry:

To bring humanity into unity,
The beauty of that sacred faculty,
The artistry found within poetry.

- Stacy Atkins
